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THE SAME IS NOT GOOD ENOUGH 


Our benevolent giving was the largest in the history of our church. 
However, our per capite giving to General Assembly causes is still 
less than two pennies per day. This means that there are some who 
are contributing nothing at all and many others not to the extent of 
their ability. I am quite certain that they honestly do not understand 
the needs and opportunities involved. . . . § Today our standards are 
higher, our money values are lower, and if we continue to give just 
the same amount we have been giving, we will be giving much less 
than before. We are living in a revolutionary world, but let’s get 
one thing clear, no church board created the kind of world we live 
in. No committee created the needs of men all over the earth. These 
we have inherited. On the other hand, we have also received God- 
given talents and resources and intelligence to take advantage of 
the opportunities that are before us——Davin W. Prorritt in the ad- 
dress of the retiring Moderator at the opening of the 169th General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, USA, in Omaha. 











Letters to the Editors 


Sumter, S. C., Case Again in the News 





KKK and $10,000 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

I hope THE OUTLOOK will clarify the en- 
closed article (“Presbyterian Official Con- 
firms Gift of $10,000 to NAACP”) as a 
number of Presbyterians are wondering 
just what the real story is. The secular 
press doesn’t always represent the truth 
in every instance, as, for example, the 
Callaway incident in Mississippi. 

ARKANSAS. 


NOTE—Since we (and others) carried 
the full story about the Sumter, S. C., 
case last January 14, we have been sur- 
prised that the wire services and some 
newspapers have just now given their 
attention to it. For the latest response 
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of Dr. Blake to inquiries about this mat- 
ter, see page 7.—Eds. 


RCA-U. S. Union 


NOTE—Received too late for use with 
other responses (OuTrLooK, Apr. 22) to our 
inquiry about the possible interest of the 
Reformed Church in America in the pro- 
posed union with the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S.: 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


I believe the Reformed Church in Amer- 
ica would approach this overture with 
an open mind, prayerfully seeking God’s 
direction. From my contacts with leaders 
in the Presbyterian Church, U. S., and 
the delightful Christians we met at Mon- 





Enthusiastic Reviews 


@ “We recommend it for Christian young 
people for reading before marriage, and even 
before engagement. It is a good book for 
pastors to have.’—The Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian 


e“A delightful little book, subtitled 
‘Thoughts About a Christian Marriage.’ 
Addressed to young couples, it discusses the 


marriage vows with candor, humor, and deep 
wisdom.”—Religion in Life (Methodist) 


e “A beautiful little book on Christian mar- 
riage, useful not only to those who are look- 
ing forward to marriage, but also to those 
who are already married, and are eager to 
keep their marriage on the high level of the 
Christian way of life.’—The Witness (Epis- 
copal) 
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treat, I would favor exploring every pos- 
sibility of such a union. 

HowArkD GLENN TEUSINK. 
New York, N. Y. 





Our church would give very serious con- 
sideration to this proposal. ¥ would per- 
sonally favor it with pleasure. 

HARVEY B. HorrMan. 
Hackensack, N. J. 





I believe the Reformed Church in Amer- 
ica would act favorably on this because: 
(1) We are now jointly publishing S. S. 
and youth materials; (2) there is nowhere 
any feeling of competition to combat be- 
cause we do not service the same areas; 
(3) a national coverage would make for 
greater prestige, efficiency and impact. 
Personally, I favor such a union. 

Mrs. WILLIAM J. PABREY. 
North Tarrytown, N. Y. 





Wilbur La Roe Said: 


NOTE—Some of the paragraphs already 
on file with us at the time of Dr. La Roe’s 
death will appear here until they have been 
completed.—Editors. 











McGuffey’s Readers. We can all 
rejoice that a modern McGuffey’s Reader 
is finding its way back into the public 
schools. The new Reader is based on 
the best stories in American life, the 
themes most emphasized being those 
which bring out in the hero such traits 
as honesty, kindness, perseverance, rev- 
erence and unselfishness. Many of us 
oldsters will rejoice that McGuffey has 
thus come back to life in new form, and 
with Christian qualities foremost. 


Christian Certitude. Dr. Emile Cail- 
liet, brilliant theologian, draws a dis- 
tinction between the realm of assent (the 
area in which men debate about the real- 
ity of God) and the realm of certitude 
in which men have the faith of Abraham 
and Paul, leaving no room for debate. 
One who is not a theologian is grateful 
to Dr. Cailliet because it seems so silly 
for us humans with our little minds to 
argue whether our Creator really exists. 
If he does not exist, why are we here 
and what is the purpose of this wonderful 


life? The thinking of a Christian can 
well start where the Bible starts: “In 
the beginning God... .” 

More on Dead Sea Scrolls. One 


smiles to see Unitarians and others 
straining hard to prove that the Dead 
Sea scrolls reflect upon the divinity of 
Christ. A typical argument is that “the 
Eucharist was observed in an earlier 
form by a Jewish sect before Jesus was 
born.”’ Suppose it was. Jesus was born 
a Jew and Judaism is the matrix out of 
which Christianity evolved. It is no re- 
flection on the Christian faith that it bor- 
rowed much from other faiths, especially 
the faith of Jesus’ own people. 
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Scotland-England Talks 
Involve Bishops, Elders 


Presbyterian elders would be exchanged 
for Episcopal bishops, according to a 
plan now being discussed in Great Britain 
as a result of conversations that have 
been going on in recent years. 

A report submitted by representatives 
of four church bodies proposes changes 
in organization that would allow closer 
relations between the two churches. The 
proposal is not to be voted on at any 
early date, but is simply being studied 
at the present time. It will come before 
the Lambeth conference, the world gath- 
ering of the Anglican communion, next 
year. 

Both Episcopal and Presbyterian lead- 
ers emphasized the fact that the proposals 
are put forward tentatively and all mem- 
bers of the churches involved are re- 
quested to give patient and prolonged 
consideration to them. 

Involved in the discussion have been 
the Church of England, the Church of 
Scotland, the Presbyterian Church of 
England, and the Episcopal Church in 
Scotland. 


Presbytery’s Bishop 

Considered most important among the 
proposals is that a system of bishops be 
employed in Presbyterian churches with 
bishops chosen by each presbytery from 
among its own members and consecrated 
by bishops of one or more of the Epis- 
copal churches. 

At the same time elders would come 
to be ordained in the Episcopal churches, 
bringing a type of lay participation that 
has not been characteristic of other than 
Presbyterian churches heretofore. Under 
the proposed plan the bishop of the pres- 
bytery would become a permanent officer. 

Although comments in British news- 
papers are calling for patient and under- 
standing consideration of these proposals 
which have been unanimously agreed to 
by the representatives, there have been 
some sharp reactions, with one news ac- 
count saying the proposal “threatened to 
arouse the biggest religious storm here 
for centuries.” 

“The proposal has caused dismay to 
many Scots, whose ancestors in 1637 riot- 
ed in St. Giles Cathedral in Edinburgh 
against attempts by William Laud, Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, to Anglicize the 
Scottish church. 

“Some churchgoers bitterly opposed to 
the suggestion are even invoking the 
memory of the legendary Jenny Geddes, 
reputed to have led the riot by throwing 
her stool at the preacher and shouting, 


USA G. A.—Omaha 


Public School Report Is 
General Assembly Feature 


The 880 commissioners to the Presby- 
terian, USA, General Assembly in Oma- 
ha, Neb., will face a variety of important 
measures on their docket. 

One of the major reports after the 
retiring Moderator, David W. Proffitt, 
Maryville, Tenn., has given the opening 
address, will deal with “The Presbyte- 
rian Church in the United States of 
America and the Public Schools.” Re- 
quested by the Assembly several years 
ago, this report has been developed by 
an able committee, with Theron B. Max- 
son doing most of the work. Dr. Maxson 
is now associate secretary of the General 
Division of Higher Education in Phila- 
delphia and until recently was vice- 
president of Whitworth College, of Spo- 
kane, Wash. 

Also, after study for several years, 
it will be proposed that a Commission 
on Ecumenical Mission and Relations be 
formed, replacing the present permanent 
Commission on Interchurch Relations 
and the Board of Foreign Missions. It 
is explained that in recent years the 
Board of Foreign Missions has made it 
clear that the progress of the missionary 
enterprise, the rise of the ecumenical 
movement, and emergence of nationalism 
on the one hand, and interdependence on 
the other, require major structural 
changes. Meanwhile, developments in 
the ecumenical movement have changed 
the obligation and work of the Com- 
mission on Interchurch Relations. 


Joint Effort 


It will be proposed that the Assembly 
authorize a united effort with the U. S. 
and U. P. churches in forming a joint 
committee on worship. The task of such 
a committee will be to produce a new 
Book of Common Worship. 

A special committee on re-wording the 
Shorter Catechism will recommend that 
this statement of faith of 1647 remain 
unchanged, but that an historical intro- 





‘Traitor, dost thou say mass at my lug 
(ear) ?’” 

The proposal will come before the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scot- 
land when it meets this month seeking 
commendation to the whole church for 
study. 


duction be prepared for the catechism 
and its Scripture reference revised. Any 
revision of this document “would con- 
stitute a fragmentary approach to this 
problem,” the committee says. Indeed, 
it feels, this should be allowed to remain 
as it is and new and clear statements 
of Christian belief today should be pre- 
pared. It is also suggested that after 
union with the United Presbyterian 
Church in 1958 a brief contemporary 
statement of faith might well be prepared 
to become a part of the constitution. 

The only previous Assembly held in 
Omaha was in 1887. 

In his report to the Assembly, Stated 
Clerk Eugene C. Blake says that in line 
with instructions of the last Assembly, 
his office has assisted in several situa- 
tions where individuals were under pres- 
sure because of matters related to de- 
segregation. He reports that in repay- 
ment of the $10,000 advanced in a 
Sumter, S. C., case, gifts were made by 
individuals to the extent of $9,695.97. 

Dr. Blake reports that when union 
with the United Presbyterians seemed to 
be assured he and the Stated Clerk of 
the UP Assembly began to engage in 
consultation looking toward carrying out 
provisions of the plan of union. 


Pastors Needed 


The Department of Ministerial Rela- 
tions reports to the Assembly that 978 
churches are without pastors and that 104 
churches are seeking associate or as- 
sistant pastors. In addition, it is re- 
ported, 973 ministers are seeking reloca- 
tion through the department. 

At the recent Birmingham Assembly 
comity agreements between this depart- 
ment and the Presbyterian, U. S., Com- 
mittee on the Minister and His Work were 
approved, facilitating an exchange of in- 
formation between the two churches. The 
USA department is located at 4294 N. 
High St., Columbus 14, Ohio. 


The Ministerial Relations Committee 
in the presbyteries has the responsibility 
to see that the pastor’s salary is reviewed 
annually by the churches. The depart- 
ment reports that “gratifying results in 
terms of improved salaries have taken 
place.” 





It is proposed that the Form of Gov- 
ernment now provide that the pastor 
may be excused from congregational 
meetings that are engaged in the annual 
review of his salary and that the clerk 
of session may preside for this purpose 
only. 

Presbyterian, USA, chaplains are serv- 
ing as follows: 52 Army, 72 Navy, 66 
Air Force, 18 Veterans Administration, 
and 14 others in part-time assignments 
in veterans hospitals. 

The committee on segregated synods 
and presbyteries, Herman L. Turner, 
chairman, called attention to the success- 
ful integration of Canadian Synod and 


into the newly-formed presbyteries of the 
Synod of Oklahoma. Negotiations are 
continuing between the Synods of Blue 
Ridge and Mid-South, and it is expected 
that these will be merged in the near 
future. There are also some Negro 
churches in the Synod of Atlantic within 
the bounds of the Synod of Florida. 

Progress is reported in regard to the 
merger of the Synod of the West with 
the Synod of Iowa. 

In the report of the national commis- 
sion on evangelism, many techniques are 
emphasized and encouraged, but a word 
of warning is spoken against so-called 
child evangelism: 





Oklahoma Synod, of Choctaw Presbytery “In a day when stress on child evange- 





The ‘Inquiring, Reporter asks about 


The Birmingham Assembly 


In your opinion, what is the most significant action taken 
by the Birmingham Assembly and why? 


Pavut F. Brown, Jr., Atlanta, Ga., elder—The strong endorsement of our mem- 
bership in the National and World Councils of Churches. It is tremendously im- 
portant that Protestants everywhere present a united front against un-Christian 
forces of whatever type they may be. We can do this effectively through member- 
ship in these councils. 

President Paut McCain of Arkansas College—The 20% increase in the budget. 
This action and its presentation were inspiring challenges to the vision of greater 
service and witness at home and abroad. 

BEN Tuompson, Kingsport, Tenn., elder who proposed the 20% increase—The 
resolve not to listen to our own defeated hearts but to thrust forward for Christ 
with a more challenging program of evangelism and missions and a budget to 
implement this. 

T. B. Hay, Little Rock, Ark., minister—Adoption of the recommendation from 
the Board of Women’s Work relative to opening facilities of Montreat to all mem- 
bers of the church. Significant because of the source of the recommendation 
(women) and apparently unanimous vote of the Assembly. 

Gene E. CAnestrari, Ripley, Tenn., minister—The vote to remain in the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, whereby we reaffirmed the fact that the Presbyterian 
Church is a church and not a sect! 

KEMPER JENNINGS, Melbourne, Fla., elder—-The 20 increase in the benevolence 
budget. Most significant negative action (I regret it): the defeat of the Montreat 
College emergency appropriation. 

WiLt Mann Ricuarpson, Tyler, Texas, elder—(1) Agreement with the Mont- 
gomery, Ala., pastor that freedom can come only from granting others the right 
to differ, and (2) refusal to allow speaker to question opponents’ motives or sin- 
cerity. 

Wii1iam H. Foster, Oklahoma City minister—Education for lay leadership, 
Interchurch Relations. Perhaps the action on Homes and Hospitals was the most 
significant or forward-looking. 

Lem Peters, Mineral Wells, Texas, elder—In voting on the report on Inter- 
church Relations, the step taken to re-open the discussion for presentation of the 
minority report. This action showed godly principles. It was not the wish of the 
Assembly to do anything without hearing all interested parties on both sides or to 
railroad any report to adoption. 

Rosert P. RIcHARDSON, Memphis, Tenn., minister—FElection of Dr. William M. 
Elliott as Moderator was prophetic. Subsequent actions of the Assembly were vital 
and forward-looking, characteristic of the young men who led the Assembly. Our 
church is not dying on the vine. 

Here are some questions some of these men suggest for Inquiring Reporter 
opinions: 

JENNINGS (sce above): 
withdraw from the NCC? 

Trompson: To all elders: Have vou challenged young adults to ask God to 
see if he wants them to be missionaries ? 

Peters: What prompted the 20° increase in Assembly’s askings ? 


Will the minority now cease their efforts to have us 


lism is in the ascendency, the Commis- 
sion on Evangelism would call attention 
to the danger of pressure and fear tech- 
niques often inherent in such agencies as 
International Child Evangelism Fellow- 
ship. Believing that the approach through 
parents and teachers is valid, and that 
children should be evangelized with re- 
gard to age, growth and ways of learning, 
the Commission on Evangelism would 
commend to the churches the splendid 
program developed by the Department of 
Children’s Work of the Board of Christian 
Education.” 


Low Income Workers 

An important study authorized by the 
1956 Assembly sought financial relief 
for national missionaries and their fam- 
ilies. The committee, with J. W. Wim- 
berley, of Jackson, Mich., chairman, 
suggests that it is not possible to limit 
the recommendation simply to those serv- 
ing in national missions fields because 
other pastors in neighboring fields that 
are self-supporting are receiving inade- 
quate compensation too. In addition, 
there are unordained men and women 
who should be taken into account as well 
if they serve the church on a full-time 
basis. 

Two major periods in the life of these 
people is under consideration—when 
children reach college age and when re- 
tirement comes. Many pastors who 
would not do so are forced to leave mis- 
sion fields in order to provide for the 
education of their children. The com- 
mittee says: 

“With all the other problems confront- 
ing us, and all the clamoring needs for 
money, it is easy to forget these who labor 
quietly and uncomplainingly. We are 
certain the laborer is worthy of his hire. 
It is hardly conceivable that a church 
possessed of our resources, raising the 
sums of money we raise, and spending the 
sums of money we spend, would permit 
men at less than minimum salaries to 
feel that they are forgotten or ignored. 
The human needs of these men represent 
a continuing rsponsibility upon the church 
as a whole.” 

As for pensions, the committee says, 
the difficulty is to be found in the salary 
scale of the various presbyteries, because 
if adequate salaries were paid in all 
presbyteries then the pension svstem 
would work fairly except in a few emer- 
gency instances. 

The attention of presbyteries is also 
called to the amended form of the call 
of a pastor, which says: 

“And we promise and oblige ourselves 
to review with you the adequacy of this 
compensation annually, prior to the adop- 
tion of the church budget.” 


Education Allowance 

The 1956 study revealed scholarship 
aid available in church-related colleges 
for the children of ministers averaging 
$125 per year against an average cost 
of attending these colleges of $1,450 per 
vear. The committee recommends that 
a fund be provided by the church at large 
through its budget to General Services 
that would begin at $400,400 and in- 
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crease to $693,200, providing assistance 
for college education of the children of 
ministers based upon income level as 
follows: 

Assistance per 


Income Level Child per Year 


Less than $3,300 $600 
3,300- 3,599 500 
3,600- 3,899 400 
3,900- 4,199 300 
4,200- 4,499 200 
4,500- 4,800 100 


If approved by the Assembly, the 
Board of Christian Education would ad- 
minister this program becoming operative 
not later than January 1, 1959. 

The Council on Theological Educa- 
tion recommends to the Omaha Assem- 
bly that all financial support on Lincoln 
Seminary be terminated at the end of 
this year and that if accreditation by the 
American Association of Theological 
Schools is not secured by Bloomfield 
Seminary by July of this year that its 
support also be terminated and that it 
be no longer included in the list of sem- 
inaries meeting the standards of the Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

Paul C. Warren, Baltimore, Md., is 
chairman of the committee on the Rela- 
tion of Christian Faith to Health. The 
committee feels that there is a need to 
recover and state clearly the Biblical and 
historical tradition of the church’s con- 
cept of salvation in terms of the whole 
health of the person. It says that the 
church has an obligation to provide spe- 
cialized guidance and specific training 
for its ministers in the fulfillment of 
their pastoral ministry to the mentally 
and physically ill. A study of churches 
that are now conducting special services 
of healing is being made. It is important 
that physicians and clergymen work to- 
gether in this area. It is requested that 
the committee be continued for another 
year and that additional persons be made 
available for assistance in its work. 


Major Problem 

The Department of Social Education 
and Action expresses the conviction that 
“racial segregation is a problem of such 
size and urgency that it takes precedence 
over all other social issues in American 
life today.” It asks that studies and 
surveys be made to discover the extent 





Fraternal Delegates 


To the Omaha General Assembly: 

United Presbyterian—President Robt. 
W. Gibson, Monmouth College. 

Presbyterian, U. S.—Paul Tudor 
Jones, Idlewild church, Memphis, Tenn. 

To the United Presbyterian Assembly: 

Presbyterian, U. S.—J. Ralph Neale, 
Palatka, Fla. 

Presbyterian, USA—The Assembly’s 
Moderator. 


To the A. R. Presbyterian General 
Synod: 

Presbyterian, U. S—kKenneth F. 
Snipes, El] Dorado, Ark. 
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to which racial integration has been 
achieved in the church and its agencies 
and institutions and to study the progress 
toward racial integration in the total life 
of the church. It calls members and 
ministers of the church “‘to the vocation 
of suffering for the sake of truth and 
justice” and for their support encourage- 
ment “in bearing witness to the Gospel 
according to which God makes no dis- 
tinction as to race or origin.” 

Presbyterian Life reports an average 
circulation figure at 934,202. General 
Assembly underwriting amounted to 
$280,002, and total costs of publication 
last year were $1,514,169. 

The Foundation of the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, which receives gifts for 
the benefit of the entire church, reports 
a book value of $3,236,541 and a market 
value of $4,556,943, for an increase dur- 
ing the past two years of more than a 
million dollars. 

The General Council responds to a 
California overture seeking an automatic 
transfer of church membership when 
members move from one community to 
another by declining to recommend any 
change in the present Form of Govern- 
ment. It says: 

Church membership is a technical re- 
lationship. It is fundamentally a volun- 
tary association on a spiritual basis. When 
spiritual vitality is lacking, a purely me- 
chanical method of compulsory or auto- 
matic transfer of membership would 
vitiate the real meaning of church mem- 
bership. We should “cultivate” and “en- 
courage.” We should never make it 
compulsory or automatic. We might build 
up the church’s statistics that way. We 
certainly would not’ strengthen’ the 
church’s spiritual vitality. 

It urges that pastoral care be extended 
such members immediately upon their 
removal to a new community. 


Another Merger 

In addition to a merger of the Board 
of Foreign Missions and the permanent 
Commission on Interchurch Relations, it 
is also indicated that the Boards of Na- 
tional Missions and Christian Education 
have been requested to study the possible 
consolidation of their boards and that a 
report on that study is expected in March, 
1958. 

A benevolence budget of $22,580,144 
is recommended for next year, with the 
expectation that additional gifts from 
other sources will extend the total to 
$29,994,300. Special emphasis is given 
to the Long Range program designed to 
increase participation in and giving to 
the total program of the church. 

A comprehensive plan provides for 
area training conferences and visitations 
leading up to the Every Member Canvass 
period next November. 

As for union with the United Presby- 
terian Church, it is reported that 209 
USA presbyteries voted for the union and 
none voted against it. The requisite 
number of votes in the United Presbyte- 
rian Assembly and presbyteries has now 


been recorded in favor of this step. Final 
action will be taken by the United Pres- 
byterian General Assembly when the 
union will become effective unless two- 
thirds of the commissioners in that As- 
sembly should vote in the negative. 

Anticipating favorable action by the 
United Presbyterians, the Omaha Assem- 
bly is asked to name 40 persons to the 
special committee on consolidations to 
prepare recommendations for the com- 
pletion of the union, 


Overtures 

Overtures addressed to the Assembly 
include the following requests: 

Newark Presbytery—Continued sup- 
port of Bloomfield Seminary. 

Wenatchee Presbytery—Asking the 
Assembly to oppose the advertising of 
tobacco and alcoholic beverages on any 
radio or TV program before 9 p.m. in 
any time zone. 

The Synod of Cameroun asks that it 
be set apart from the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, and that its own General 
Assembly be formed Dec. 11-18, 1957. 

Philadelphia Presbytery requests that 
in view of repeated difficulties concern- 
ing church property that the Assembly 
create a special commission charged with 
the study of the history and bases of 
problems that pertain to this matter and 
that a report be made at the next Assem- 
bly looking toward an authoritative de- 
liverance that would serve as a “clear 
guide for all judicatories towards uni- 
formity of action relating to the pur- 
chase, sale, mortgaging and leasing of 
church properties.” 


Professor Tells Doctors 
Man Is an Individual 


ATLANTA, GA. (RNS)—A theologian 
told a meeting of physicians here medi- 
cal scientists ought to remember that 
man is “more than a machine” and 
should not lose sight of his individuality 
and creativity. 

Thomas H. McDill, professor of prac- 
tical theology and pastoral counseling at 
Columbia Theological Seminary, De- 
catur, Ga., in a talk to the Fulton County 
Medical Society, urged greater under- 
standing by doctors of “man as a whole.” 
The first clergyman ever to address an 
official meeting of the society, he par- 
ticipated in a symposium on the spirit, 
philosophy and mind of man. 

Scientists, Dr. McDill said, usually 
think of man as a mere creature of her- 
edity and environment. “There is some- 
thing else within him,” he added, “and 
that is the ability to direct his own 
course. . . . Man is not a vehicle with a 
resident soul. He is a living soul.” 

The theologian said he thought the 
movement from the “art of medicine” to 
the “‘science of medicine” had caused 
some unrest and might be partly respon- 
sible ‘for loss of prestige by doctors as 
a group.” 








The Religious Life of Stonewall Jackson 


HEN Stonewall Jackson went to 

Lexington to teach in the Virginia 
Military Institute he was not a member 
of any church. He had accepted Chris- 
tianity, and in all sincerity, although it 
had not yet meant a very deep experience 
in his life. He had been baptized by an 
Episcopal army chaplain, but without 
commitment to any particular denomina- 
tion. 

Shortly after his arrival in Lexington 
he came under the influence of a very 
remarkable man, Elder John B. Lyle. 
Lyle’s position in the community was 
a humble one; but spiritually he was the 
leading man in the Presbyterian Church. 
His pastor, William S. White, said of 
him that he had never known any man 
outside the ministry, and few within it, 
so effective in personal evangelism. His 
kindly questions and his own generous 
faith quickened Jackson’s natural inter- 
est. 

Having done what he could for Jack- 
son, Lyle brought him to Dr. White. It 
was then only a short time before Jack- 
son became sure of two things: that his 
relation to Christ must be henceforth 
the first and most fundamental thing in 
his life; and that the Presbyterian 
Church was the group in which he could 
most happily serve Christ. 


Joined the Church 

On page 150 of Volume Two of the 
Session Books of the Lexington Presby- 
terian Church, under the date of Novem- 
ber 22, 1851, there is the following entry: 
“Admitted upon examination Thos. J. 
Jackson, Edward Leyburn and Theodore 
Perry.” 

Jackson had reached Lexington in the 
preceding July. The pastor at the time 
was William S. White, who ranked high 
araong the ministers of Virginia Presby- 
terianism. A man of broad education, 
deep and genuine piety, attractiveness of 
personality, evangelistic fervor, and high 
qualities gf leadership, he was greatly 
loved by his people. Dr. White and 
Major Jackson became close friends, and 
that friendship gave Jackson the spiritual 
guidance which he needed. 

Jackson’s religious concern, interest- 
ingly enough, had first been aroused not 
by any minister but by the commanding 
officer of his artillery regiment in Mexi- 
co, Col. Frank Taylor. Referring to this, 
R. L. Dabney, in his Life and Campaigns 
of Lieut.-Gen. Thomas J. Jackson, in- 
forms us that there were few spiritual 
influences in his early life. 

“His parents cannot be said to have 
belonged to any party in religion; his 


DR. MURRAY is pastor of the Lexington, 
Va., church where Jackson was once a dea- 
con. 
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By J. J. MURRAY 


On May 19 General Thomas J. 
(Stonewall) Jackson took his place 
in the Hall of Fame. On that day 
the Lexington, Va., Presbyterian 
Church, where he was a member 
and a deacon, held a special 
service in tribute to his memory, 
leaving his accustomed pew un- 
occupied for the occasion. 


youth had been passed in a household 
where Christianity was practically un- 
known; and his later education was ob- 
tained among a great company of young 
men, assembled from every church, under 
the slender instructions of an army chap- 
lain. His own religious knowledge at this 
time was extremely scanty.” 

When his interest was aroused, his first 
step was to take advantage of the oppor- 
tunity to study the beliefs and practices 
of the Roman Catholic Church in Mex- 
ico. He always had a respect for the 
church, but there was nothing in it that 
could satisfy his independent mind. 

On his return from Mexico he was 
stationed at Fort Hamilton on Long Is- 
land. Here came another of the influences 
which advanced his religious develop- 
ment, this time from the Reverend Mr. 
Parks, a distinguished scholar and a 
truly religious man, a graduate of West 
Point, who had taken Episcopal orders 
and become a chaplain. Major Jackson 
applied to him for baptism, but made it 
clear that in taking this step he was 
doing so not as a member of the FEpis- 
copal denomination but of the catholic 
church of Christ, and that he would feel 
free later to unite with any church that 
satisfied him. 


Doctrine and Worship 

In the Presbyterian Church Jackson 
found the strength of doctrine and the 
simplicity of worship which he wanted; 
and having united with the church in 
Lexington, he remained until his death 
a devoted and active member. 

Diffident in public speaking, he never- 
theless became convinced that it was his 
duty to lead in prayer with others in the 
mid-week services. However, when Dr. 
White called on him, Jackson prayed so 
haltingly that it was as painful to others 
as to himself. 

Some weeks later, when Dr. White had 
not called on him again, he told Dr. 
White not to spare him, that he knew it 
was his duty to learn. And learn he did, 
until his prayers while never fluent were 
helpful to others because of their evident 
sense of reality. 

One of our favorite Lexington stories 
about Jackson deals with a conversation 
in which a group of men were engaged, 
including Jackson and Col. J. T. L. 
Preston, who was one of the founders of 


the Virginia Military Institute and whose 
wife was Jackson’s sister-in-law, the 
well-known Margaret Junkin Preston. 
The talk turned to the idea of the place 
of duty in a man’s religion. Col. Preston 
said to Jackson: “Major Jackson, if 
you knew that God wanted you to drop 
your work here at V.M.I. and go out to 
Africa as a missionary, could you go?” 

“T could go without my hat,” was the 
answer. 

This sense of duty, which had always 
been the outstanding mark of Jackson’s 
service anywhere, was central in his re- 
ligious life. With this sense of duty, 
sometimes going to extreme lengths, there 
went a certain stiffness. This trait has 
been unduly magnified, however, in de- 
scriptions of Jackson’s personality. Jack- 
son was reserved indeed, stern at times in 





thi: A 

THOS. J. (Stonewall) JACKSON 
“| could go without my hat.” 
his judgments, though always more severe 
with himself than with others, but with 
a warmth of affection for those who came 
close to him—for his family, his min- 
ister, and his inner circles of friends. If 
you want to see the real man, as he was 
known to his intimates, you must read 
the book about the sister-in-law who was 
so close to him, The Life and Letters of 
Margaret Junkin Preston. 


Elected Deacon 

The Lexington Church had had no 
deacons during the first 68 years of its 
existence. On December 5, 1857, “The 
Session resolved to recommend to the 
congregation, the election of 3 deacons 
at the congregational meeting to be held 
on the 19th inst.” The records of that 
date include a rather remarkable paper 
outlining the duties of the deacons to be 
elected; but that is another story. In 
the first of the Record Books of the 
Deacons, the opening item states: 
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“At a meeting of the congregation of 
the Presbyterian Church of Lexington, 
held in their Lecture room on Saturday 
evening, December 26, 1857 the following 
persons were elected to the office of Dea- 
con, viz., John W. Barclay, Esq., Major 
Thomas J. Jackson and Prof. Alexander 
Nelson.” 

These three deacons were ordained on 
January 3, 1858. Jackson had only four 
years to serve as deacon before he was 
called away to war and less than six 
years to live. 


Sunday School 


These remaining years were years of 
good service for his Lord. The duties of 
a deacon were carried out with full faith- 
fulness, particularly the collecting of 
funds for benevolences. His greatest 
service had begun before his election as 
deacon, when in 1855 he had organized 
in the Lecture Room of the church an 
afternoon Sunday school for Negroes. 
Always deeply concerned for the religious 
welfare of the slaves, he gave himself 
whole-heartedly to this ministry, both in 
his own home and in this Sunday after- 
noon school. In that Sunday school the 
Shorter Catechism was taught, hymns 
were memorized, the Bible lesson for the 
day discussed by Major Jackson himself. 
The school continued for more than thirty 
years, the superintendent after Jackson, 
being his great friend, Colonel Preston. 

Dr. James Power Smith, who served 
on Jackson’s staff and who knew him 
intimately, said of Jackson: “It was not 
only that he was a religious man, but he 
was that rare man among men to whom 
religion was everything. 


Improving Situation 
Reported in Hungary 


GENEVA (RNS)—Marcel Pradervand, 
general secretary of the World Presby- 
terian Alliance, said following his re- 
turn from a three-day visit to Hungary 
that the church situation there “seems 
more encouraging than it has for some 
time.” 

“T am hopeful of further beneficial 
developments in coming months,” he 
added. Dr. Pradervand did not elaborate 
on this statement. 

The Presbyterian official said he was 
“very satisfied” with the results of his 
talks with church and government lead- 
ers “on many problems concerning the 
church situation in Hungary.” 

He said he was able to talk with 
everyone he wanted to “absolutely alone” 
and had complete freedom to move about. 

Dr. Pradervand said that so far as 
he knew all Protestant pastors arrested 
following last fall’s abortive revolt, and 
the subsequent efforts to purge the 
churches of pro-Communist leaders, had 
been freed. 

While in Hungary he preached in 
Budapest’s big Calvin Square Reformed 
church and in the rural church of Goe- 
doelloe near Budapest. 
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Blake Replies to 
S. C. Klan Leader 


CuHIcaGo (RNS)—Eugene Carson 
Blake, stated clerk of the Presbyterian, 
USA, General Assembly, said here that 
“we are not going to have our ministers 
pushed around” by organized pro-segre- 
gationist groups. 

The church leader was replying to a 
Ku Klux Klan charge that he had used 
Presbyterian funds to support the “Com- 
munist-dominated” National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People. 

He confirmed a statement by one of 
of the two rival Klan organizations in 
South Carolina that he had given a 
Presbyterian clergyman $10,000 to pay 
an out-of-court libel settlement (Ovut- 
LOOK, Jan. 14, and p. 2, this issue). The 
suit involved a group of southern Negroes 
who made an effort to desegregate local 
schools. Dr. Blake said, “This support 
will be given to any of our ministers or 
members on each and every occasion it 
is needed.” 

Dr. Blake, who was here for a meeting 
of the General Board of the National 
Council of Churches of which he is presi- 
dent, pointed out that his denomination’s 
General Assembly had authorized him 
to take such action. He said the $10,000 
libel settlement had been explained in 


the Jan. 5 issue of Presbyterian Life, the 








Built-in Obsolescence 


Automobile insurance companies lay 
a sizeable part of the blame for the new 
high insurance charges on the high styl- 
ing of the models of the past few years. 
Time was when a dented fender could 
be taken off and pounded out for a few 
dollars. But eliminating a crease in 
one of today’s “integral fenders” can cost 
a hundred dollars or more. The prices 
of nearly all replacement parts have also 
risen, some of them spectacularly. In 
1950, for example, a new windshield for 
a four-door Chevrolet sedan cost $24.25 
for the parts and required about 1% hours 
of labor. Today such a part costs $82.85 
and takes 3.3 hours of labor. Quarter 
panels for the same car came to $55.45 
in 1950. ‘Today they cost $150.... 
The costly and exaggerated styling of 
most of today’s cars is the result, in part, 
of the drive toward what manufacturers 
call “built-in obsolesence.” The idea is 
simply to make the older cars look so 
out of date that an auto owner would not 
want to be seen dead in an outmoded ve- 
hicle-—Consumer Reports, April. 


church’s official publication. 

The libel suit was brought by Shep- 
hard K. Nash, a Sumter, S.C., attorney, 
as a result of letters written by NAACP 
officials concerning his activities as at- 
torney for Sumter school boards. 

Dr. Blake said he took the initiative 
in paying the minister’s share of the out- 
of-court settlement because of the policy 
laid down by the General Assembly to 
protect churchmen who need help after 
taking a stand in support of the Supreme 
Court decision outlawing segregation in 
the schools. 

He observed that the KKK charge was 
made the day following a declaration by 
the 97th General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U.S. (Southern) 
at Birmingham, Ala., warning members 
not to join the Klan. 

The Southern Presbyterian assembly 
censured the Klan as an organization 
“whose purpose is to gain its point by 
intimidation, reprisal and violence. 

Dr. Blake was assailed by Robert E. 
Hodge of Columbia, S.C., kligrapp (sec- 
retary) of the Columbia Klavern. The 
Klan leader said: 


“Few Americans and fewer Presbyte- 
rians ever thought they would see the 
day when the Presbyterian Church would 
sink so low in the mire of social gospel 
politics as to raise funds for the race- 
mixing activities of the Communist-dom- 
inated NAACP.” 


Personality 


A man standing in front of a Cadillac 
may be startled by its voracious scowl 
under heavy eyebrows, with villainous 
chromium mustachios growing from its 


tusks. Chrysler has bawdily mascaraed, 
deep-set eyes, an aluminum smile, and 
a jutting lower lip. DeSoto has the same 
alluring eyes, but wears the strained smile 
of a chorine who has heard a joke and 
missed the point. Pontiac is a discon- 
solate bulldog chewing a bone that pro- 
trudes from each side of his jaw. Olds- 
mobile is a crying fish. Hudson’s is a 
smirk from a contented cowl. Four-eyed 
Lincoln looks placidly over his tiny spec- 
tacles. Dodge has a savage grin made 
more alarming by six canine teeth pro-— 
jecting from the lower jaw. Plymouth 
resembles a fighting Teddy Roosevelt 
whose glasses don’t fit. Chevrolet is a 
bright-eyed boy with braces on his teeth. 
And Ford is a convivial mixer with 
lifted eyebrows and a smile showing his 
‘two lower incisors—TomM ARMSTRONG 
in The Reporter. Sketch by Tom Ander- 
son. By permission, The Reporter. 














ne Presbyterig: 
Outlook 


Continuing The Presbyterian Tribune 


AUBREY N. BROWN 
Editor 


ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
7 Co-Editor 


JAMES S. BROWN 
Business Manager 


Tribune Editorial Committee 
Phillips P. Elliott John Mitchell Currie 
Hope Stelzle Johansen 
Subscription—$5.00 a year 
Editorial and Business Offices 
Dial 86-1371—Night 4-5554 
1 North 6th Street, Richmond 19, Va. 











EDITORIAL 





Birmingham Assembly 


Good commissioners and good commit- 
tee work usually explain a good General 
Assembly. These we had for the Birming- 
ham Assembly, both in ad_ interim 
committees (those working between As- 
semblies) and standing committees (the 
latter exist only during the days of an 
Assembly Bs 

Few committee actions were reversed. 
To be sure, 20 additional was added 
for Assembly benevo- 
lences, and this was opposed, not because 
anybody objected to raising more money, 
but simply because it was feared that 
such askings would seem unrealistic and 
discouraging to synods, presbyteries and 
congregations. 

The long discussion over what to do 
with the Homes and Christian Welfare 
activity may indicate organizational dif- 
ficulties. Assigned to Church Extension, 
this work is not felt to be in its natural 
location, though what would be logical 
was not suggested. The assignment of 
Christian Relations is still under study 
in an effort to have this important work 
related to the best possible unit of the 
Assembly. In looking at this problem it 
may be possible that the United Church 
of Canada can be of help, for it has a 
dynamic agency called the “Board of 
Evangelism and Social Service.” Its 
staff consists of a secretary, two associate 
and two assistant secretaries. It has 
members-at-large as well as those drawn 
from each conference (synod), with in- 
terlocking agency representation. Its 
responsibility includes evangelism, social 
and moral concerns, and homes and in- 
stitutions. Its annual report, God’s Will 
for Our Time,* indicates the vitality of 
this program. As you study this effort 


to the “askings”’ 


you feel sure that evangelism is where it. 


*299 Queen St., West, Toronto, Ontario; 


ought to be—linked up with social con- 
cern. 

The failure to vote the emergency ap- 
propriation for Montreat College is a 
blow of considerable proportions to that 
institution. The only reassurance to be 
gained is that it compels now what has 
been put off but recognized as an in- 
evitable step, in view of repeated declara- 
tions by the General Assembly that it 
had no responsibility for the college. 

Unless there is far more evidence of 
real interest in a union of the U. S. 
Church with the Reformed Church in 
America than has yet emerged, then 
everybody will be wasting time dealing 
with this possibility. The greatest single 
obstacle seems to be that the two groups 
don't know each other; they are separated 
by great distances. 

Important ad interim studies have been 
ordered. That good committees be named 
is, of course, basic. A corollary is that 
they do a thorough piece of work. Their 
assignments will merit their best efforts. 

Most unfortunate action of the Bir- 
mingham Assembly was in relation to 
Item No. 6 of the report on Interchurch 
Relations. Our editorial investigation 
and report on this question appeared here 
March 18, showing that the protests 
against deliverances of the National 
Council and staff members were really 
not based upon fact; that members of 
the permanent committee admitted that 
they could not specify any infractions. 
As we pointed out at that time: 

“The charge as it stands means nothing 
at all. To adopt it would cast a stigma— 
not upon the Council (except among the 
thoughtless), but upon the Assembly.” 

That appears to be the case, despite 
the good intentions of some committee- 
men. For one thing, it now appears, 
upon the testimony of members of the 
permanent committee, that this proposed 
action did not actually come before the 
committee but was added later after the 
committee adjourned. Some members of 
that committee were and are thoroughly 
out of sympathy with it. This fact was 
not adequately conveyed to the standing 
committee in Birmingham. 

If some commissioner had asked from 
the floor that one or more actions of the 
NCC or some staff member be mentioned 
in illustration of the protest, the absurd- 
itv of the statement would have been 
revealed, for members of the permanent 
committee had already admitted they 
could not specify any. 

The standing committee obviously felt 
that it had some obligation to the per- 
manent committee but it had deeper ob- 
ligation to the facts which it obviously 
did not possess. The statement upon the 
floor of the Assembly that No. 6 “almost 
undid the work which the majority had 
already done” was not taken seriously 
enough by the standing committee, for it 
stepped into the same trap, despite what 
it felt to be some amendments. Nothing 


was seriously changed and the paragraph 
(OuTLook, May 13, p. 8) referring to 
staff members was submitted and voted 
without amendment. Or, to suggest, as 
was done, that the reference is to future 
and not past actions, is like hitting a man 
in the face before he insults you. It is 
unworthy. 

It is strange but true that such charges 
as are made in that statement about an 
organization or a group would never be 
made by a committee or an Assembly 
against an individual. Some other stand- 
ard of justice appears to be invoked in 
such cases. 

That regrettable action will plague us 
longer than we care to anticipate. It 
could have been easily avoided by dele- 
tion and the Assembly could have been 
protected from what will be a source of 
embarrassment for years to come. 

In the judgment of people who have 
seen many Assemblies, that of 1957 in 
Birmingham was top-notch. The Bir- 
mingham hosts did their best, the Com- 
missioners were faithful to their assign- 
ments, the elders were of an especially 
high order, the Moderator was able and 
expeditious in his leadership, and the 
enactments of the Assembly, for the most 
part, offer the church a worthy program 
for the year ahead. 





Planning adult and y. p. courses for 
Summer Camps and 
Conferences? 


You will want our Church of Scot- 
land materials in hand in planning 
courses for young people and adults. 


Like some of these: 

Heroes of the Faith, Wm. Steven— 
selections in Christian biography. 

Right Ways of Living, Geo. M. Dry- 
burgh. 

The Making of a Christian, Geo. M. 
Dryburgh. 

St. Luke’s 
Wightman. 

For experiments in ways of studying 
the Bible: Chart for Adventure—shows 
you how to do it. 

Personal 
Scrimgeour. 

Lively Oracles (on great themes of 
the Bible), by Ian Pitt-Watson. 

Jonah: The Wideness of God’s Mercy, 
by Wm. C. Hay. 

Amos: Judgment Upon the Nations, 
by Wm. Steven. 

Holy Communion, by Oswald B. Mil- 
ligan—5 lessons. 

The Sacrament of Baptism, O. B. Mil- 
ligan, 16 pp. 

Our Beliefs—Draft Catechism 
Notes (80 pp.) 
For Worship leaders: 

guide. 


Life of Christ, W. M. 


Relationships, by A. M. 


with 
Club Worship, a 
Write for complete list 


OUTLOOK PUBLISHERS 
1 North 6th St. Richmond 19, Va. 
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THE ROBIN IS THIRTY-SIX 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“Thine own friend, and thy father’s 
friend, forsake not.”—Proverbs 27:10. 


“VY OU will not know the rewards 
of the ministry till you are my 
age,” said Dr. R. P. Smith to a young 
man being ordained. “It’s only when 
you are old enough to baptize the chil- 
dren of people you baptized as infants— 
when you are old enough to have seen 
what happens in a Christian lifetime— 
that’s the real pay-off.” 

One of these rewards that comes only 
with the long years in association with 
the men who were in the seminary at the 
same time with you. The class of 1921 
in Union Seminary (Va.), like all post- 
war classes, was an oddly assorted one. 
A considerable number of them came in 
late, or left early, so that by no means 
all the class were there the full three 
years. Some came right out of college, 
some from the war; some had been out of 
college for a number of years. 

But still, the class of 1921 has man- 
aged to keep up with itself better than 
some do, because of an inspiration known 
as the Robin. ‘This is a round-robin 
letter that has kept going, off and on, 
but mostly on, for thirty-six years. Each 
time the Robin comes to a man’s desk he 
takes out his old letter and writes a 
new one, but not before reading, with 
smiles or tears, but always with a prayer 
of gratitude, the letters of all his class- 
mates. This writer is included purely 
by grace, for he was with the class only 
a short year; other members of the class 
came in for short periods farther along; 
so that some in the class have never seen 
each other. But the decision to include 
all who had ever been there was one for 
which all the short-termers are grateful. 
Only one man has dropped from sight, 
a man named Honey who came to us from 
the acting profession, an immense man 
with a voice at least the equal of Roe 
Bartle’s, which he used to practice on by 
day and night. Maybe the call of the 
footlights was too much for him. 


WO of our number are Baptists, one 

of them a missionary-scholar in Bra- 
zil; the other a long-time pastor, evange- 
list and writer in West Virginia. (These 
two Baptists have probably had a larger 
literary output than any of the rest of us.) 
One member of the class is a Japanese, 
Renpei Watanabe, and when the present 
writer visited him in Yokohama, it was 
the first time a member of his class had 
ever been to see him. 

Every aspect of the church’s work is 
represented: the country pastor, the big 
metropolitan preacher, the evangelist, the 
chaplain, the county-seat preacher, the 
missionary at home and abroad, the ex- 
ecutive, the teacher. Some of us even 
have surplus energy for hobbies. One 
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of our number is a flower-lover, and had 
at last accounts in his arboretum not less 
than 160 different kinds of holly. An- 
other is state president of the Cancer 
Society. Another erected the first drive- 
in church in the U.S.A. Three of us have 
been promoted to glory, as the Salvation 
Army puts it, but their wives are still 
included in the Robin. 

One of us demitted the ministry years 
ago, and has been a business man ever 
since; but he is the Robin’s chief pusher 
and guide, the sparkplug, if we may mix 
a metaphor. Sometimes the Robin needs 
a detective to find him (or her or it— 
the brothers have never been certain). A 
busy executive with a General Assembly 
on his mind can mis-file the Robin for 
six months, or war can cut off a mission- 
ary, or a pastor will lose the Robin in a 
moving-van. But still the Robin returns, 
and there is no more welcome visitor. 


HE main object of these lines is to 
suggest to all seminary students who 
may read this—and even to the girls at 
A.T.S. if they will take advice from their 
in-laws—that no class project will give 
growing satisfaction quite like a persistent 
and long-lived Robin. It beats a class- 
letter from a class secretary, because each 
man is personal, there are exchanges of 
views, even crossing swords sometimes. 
But one sees these men, so different in 
temperament and talent, but all united by 
devotion to the same Lord, and growing 
closer to one another through the years. 
One may never see another member of the 
class from year’s-end to year’s-end, but 
in the Robin one gets an intimate view 
of joys and sorrows, work and overwork 
(though not too many of us suffer from 
the latter), one sees men one first knew 
as hardly more than boys, growing 
through the fledgling years in the ministry, 
then through the driving middle years, 
achieving and suffering, now mostly 
grandfathers, facing old age, but still, 
without exception, actively at work. One’s 
own faith is strengthened by theirs, one’s 
burdens are lightened by their prayers. 
Viewing these men with a reflective 
eye, and aware of the fact that they rep- 
resent practically every type of tempera- 
ment, energy and service, one cannot help 
thinking that if it were possible for many 
ministers in different denominations to 
maintain so close a bond over so long 
a time, many ecclesiastical walls would 
fall as flat as Jericho’s. 
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cational materials are included on 
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terian church schools. They include 
various kinds of items to meet our 
varied educational opportunities. 


Bible lesscns 

Teachers’ guides 

Program material 

Picture sets 

Story papers 

Devotional magazines 

Magazine for leaders 

Manuals 

Songbooks 

Vacation Church School materials 


Additional listings of materials for 
leadership training courses and spe- 
cial adult study courses are availa- 
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needs can build an effective educa- 
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thirty-two page brochure outlining 
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NEWS ROUND-UP 








A Bridgeport, Conn., superior court 
judge has ruled that pre-marital agree- 
ments by which non-Roman Catholics 
promise to raise their children as Catho- 
lics cannot be legally enforced in Con- 
necticut. At the 40th anniversary 
celebration of the pastoral service of 
Ralph W. Sockman at Christ Church, 
New York, $750,000 was contributed by 
three donors toward an endowment fund 
“to insure the future of a vital church 
in the heart of New York City.”.... 
Hazel Hempel Abel, Lincoln, Neb., a 
68-year-old grandmother and the first 
woman from Nebraska to serve in the U.S 
Senate, was named American Mother for 
1957. ... More than 200 delegates from 
15 countries voted in Frankfort, Ger- 
many, to make the World Committee for 
Christian Broadcasting a permanent or- 
ganization. Leading American church- 
men participated in the meeting. W. 
Burton Martin, New York, Presbyterian, 
USA, who led in founding the WCCB 





was named an honorary president. .. . 
The Billy Graham Evangelistic Associa- 
tion has bought the former Standard Oil 
Co. building in Minneapolis for its head- 
quarters offices. Eleven Japanese 
Protestant leaders are now on a month’s 
goodwill tour of Communist China... . 
A plea for the admission of women to 
the Jewish rabbinate was made at the 
recent General Assembly of the Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations in 
Toronto. 


CAMPUS NEWS 


MARY BALDWIN 
James W. Jackson, Jr., associate direc- 
tor of alumni and public relations at 
- Davidson College, N. 
C., will become as- 
sistant to the presi- 
dent at Mary Bald- 
win College, Staun- 
ton, Va., Sept. 1. The 
new president at 
Mary Baldwin is 
Samuel R. Spencer, 
Jr., dean of students 
and professor of his- 
tory at Davidson. Mr. Jackson’s new work 











AS A TEACHER 


$610 per year for tuition, room, board 


North Carolina 
Christ-Centered in Faith . . 
Organization 








“BEAUTIFUL MONTREAT™ 
In the Land of the Sky 


Montreat College Will Prepare You For A Successful Career 
IN THE CHURCH—Youth Worker—Musician—Secretary 


-Bible—Secondary—Elementary 

AS A MUSICIAN—In the Church or in Public School 

AS A NURSE—A two-year Pre-Nursing Course 

AS A BUSINESS WOMAN—B:S. Degree in Business Education or 
Secretarial Course 

AS A CHRISTIAN ADULT—EVERY STUDENT MAJORS IN THIS 

IN A CHRISTIAN HOME—The IMPERATIVE NEED for EACH generation 


SCHOLARSHIPS from $400 to $2,000 available 
Accepted as doing ACCREDITED work by the North Carolina Conference and 


. Bible-Centered in Curricula . 


WRITE: George A. Anderson, Vice-President, Montreat, N. C. 
MONTREAT SUNDAY—JUNE 2—" Brethren, Pray for Us.” 





. . Church-Centered in 





will include responsibility for the devel- 
opment program and all phases of public 
relations. 


HONORARY DEGREES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

Presbyterian (S. C.)—D. D.: Neil E. 
Truesdell, Newberry, S. C.; Allison F. 
Williams, Atlanta, Ga.; LL. D.: Douglas 
G. MacRae, Atlanta, Ga. 

Austin College (Texas) —D. D.: J. 
Sherrard Rice, Tyler, Texas; Robt. P. 
Douglas, Dallas, Texas; LL. D.: D. W. 
Williams, Texas A & M College; Litt. D.: 
Jos. T. Jackson, Austin College; Dis- 
tinguished Service Award: Hoxie Thomp- 
son, Trinity, Texas. 


Presbyterian, USA 

Maryville (Tenn.)—-D. D.: Roy S. Buf- 
fat, Centralia, Ill.; Paul M. Edris, Daytona 
Beach, Fla.; Litt. D.: Robt. W. Gibson, 
Monmouth, Ill.; Mus. D.: Theodore 
Schaefer, Washington, D. C. 


GRADUATE DEGREES 


Union Seminary, Va.—MAsTERS oF 
THEOLOGY: A. Purnell Bailey, Richmond, 
Va., “Methodism in Virginia”; Samuel M. 
Carter, Richmond, Va., “Representative 
Negro Baptist Preachers”; Beverly M. 
Currin, Burlington, N. C., “The Doctrine 
of Soteriology in Contemporary British 
Theology”; Robert K. Gustafson, Van 
Nuys, Calif., “The Literature of Christian 
Ethics, 1933-35”; John M. Irvine, Jr., 
Castle Hayne, N. C., “Group Dynamics 
and the Church”; Paul G. Littman, Chap- 
paqua, N. Y., “A History of Interpretation 
of the Concept of Sin in St. Paul’s Letter 
to the Romans”; Scott McCormick, Jr., 
Huntington, W. Va., “Biblical Theology 
in the Years 1947-56 as Reflected through 
INTERPRETATION”; C. Lawrence McRae, 
Richmond, Va., “A Critical Study of 
Baptist Dissent and Church-State Re- 
lations in 18th Century Virginia’; David 
H. Moylan, Walterboro, S. C., “A Project 
in Interpersonal Relationships Employing 
Biblical Material and a Client-Centered 
Approach”; Jan W. Owen, Charlottesville, 
Va. “The Messianic Secret in the Synoptic 
Gospels in the Light of the Messianic 
Expectation in the Intertestament Litera- 
ture”; J. Harris Stephens, Roanoke, Va., 
“The Principles and Practice of Exposi- 
tory Preaching and their Application to 
the Galatian Epistle’; John L. Stevenson, 
Chadbourn, N. C., “The Home, the Church 
and the Development of Christian Per- 
sonality”; Wayne P. Todd, Miami, Fla., 
“Contemporary Concepts of Revelation: 
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A Survey of the Views of Emil Brunner, 
Karl Barth, William Temple, and John 
Baillie’; Francis T. Washburn, Charles- 
ton, W. Va., “Grace and Responsibility.” 

UTS Doctors or THEOLOGY: Robert 
Bluford, Jr., Raleigh, N. C., “An Analysis 
of Jeremiah’s Thought Concerning Israel’s 
Calling as a Nation and His Own as a 
Prophet”; Allix Bledsoe James, Rich- 
mond, Va., “Student Personnel Services 
in the Christian Liberal Arts College”; 
Hong Chun Kim, Chonju Cholla Pukto, 
Korea, “The Messiah Idea in the Dead 
Sea Scrolls”; Richard F. Perkins, Black- 
stone, Va., “The Task and Method of 
Systematic Theology as Seen in the De 
velopment of the Doctrine of the Person 
of Christ, A. D., 100-450.” 


COMMENCEMENT SPEAKERS 


Speakers announced for the approach- 
ing commencement season are listed be- 
low. Numbers indicate: (1) Baccalau- 
reat preachers; (2) commencement speak- 
ers; (3) others. 

Presbyterian, U. 8. 

Austin (Texas)—(1) Robt. F. Jones, 
Ft. Worth, May 26; (2) Thos. P. Baker, 
Austin, Texas, May 27. 

Arkansas—(1) R. D. Adams, Little 
Rock, May 26; (2) State Senator Thos. 
J. Allan, May 27. 

Presbyterian, USA 

University of Tulsa (Okla.)—Bryant M. 
Kirkland, Tulsa, May 26; (2) President 
Norman P. Auburn, University of Akron, 
Ohio, May 26. 

College of Emporia (Kan.)—(1) David 
H. Todd, Parsons, Kan., May 25; (2) Pres- 
ident Carroll V. Newsom, NYU, May 25; 
(3) Ben W. Fuson, Park College, May 7. 

Tusculum (Tenn.)—(1) Charles. T. 
Martz, Lakeland, Fla., May 19; (2) Vice- 
Admiral Leland P. Lovett, Ret., May 19. 

Buena Vista (Ilowa)—-(1) Luther P. 
Powell, Storm Lake, Iowa, May 26; (2) 
Kenneth MacDonald, Des Moines Register 
& Tribune editor, May 30. 

United Presbyterian 

Knoxville (Tenn.)—(1) A. K. Stewart, 
Pittsburgh, May 26; (2) Mordecai W. 
Johnson, Washington, D. C., May 27; (3) 
Percy Julian, Chicago, Ill., May 26. 

Sterling College (Kan.)—(1) Lee Ed- 
win Walker, Pittsburzh, May 19; (2) W. 
J. Harper McKnight, Pittsburgh, May 20. 

Tarkio (Mo.)—(1) President Clyde H. 
Canfield, May 19; (2) Dr. John M. Waugh, 
Mayo Clinic, May 21. 

ASSOCIATE REFORMED 

Erskine (S. C.)—(1) John H. Leith, 
Auburn, Ala., May 26; (2) W. W. Orr, 
New Wilmington, Pa., May 27. 
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United Women Protest 
Unfair Investigations 


CHICAGO (RNS)—The Board of Man- 
agers of United Church Women, in an- 
nual session here, called on Protestant 
women throughout the country to press 
for reform of “unfair” congressional 
investigation committee practices and for 
U.S. participation in the United Nations 
atomic energy agency. 

In other resolutions the UCW policy 
makers urged the agency’s constituency 
to support the stepped-up administration 
foreign economic aid program and help 
speed new legislation to aid refugees. 

Earlier, the group endorsed features 
of bills pending in Congress that would 
give federal government leadership to 
combatting juvenile delinquency. 

It adopted a record annual budget of 
$817,000. About two-thirds of the money 
will be earmarked for missionary and re- 


lief projects in the United States and 
overseas. 

Mrs. Theodore O. Wedel of Washing- 
ton, D.C., UCW president, called on 
Protestant church women to fight with- 
out fear bad housing, poor schools and 
discrimination. But she warned that the 
fight must be carried on “in a Christian 
way, by the power of love and concern.” 

Describing United Church Women as 
“the front line of the ecumenical move- 
ment,” she said: 

“It isn’t the World Council or the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, acting on 
world and national levels, that matters 
as much as what happens in local com- 
munities, when people of different church- 
es really put aside their differences and 
work and witness together.” 

“World and national pronouncements,” 
she added, “will have effect only as we 
do something about them.” 

Noting that United Church Women 
“is organized in more local communities 





group.” 





Project Completed 


p» ADOPTED PROJECT OF THE ASSEMBLY MEN’S COUNCIL, Presby- 
terian Church, U. S.: “That the 1957 Going-to-College Handbook avail- 
able through the Presbyterian Outlook office be given to every young 
person of high school age in the local church by the local church mens 
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| want all the high school young people in our church 
to have Volume 11 of the Going-to-College Handbook 
for special recognition near commencement time. 
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PRICE: 50¢ each; 20-99, 45¢. 100 or more, 40¢ each. Mailing envelopes 2¢ each or free 
with orders of 50 or mcre where needed and requested. Postage paid where cash accom- 


panies order. 


Check here 





if this will provide for every high school student belonging to your 
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NOTE: Vol. 11 appeared last August for 1957 distribution. If ALL of your high 
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other available volume listed below. 
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combined with above order for quantity rates: Vol. 8 copies___; Vol. 7___; 


Vol. 6___; Vol. 5___. 
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(5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11) @ $3.00 per set. 
office files fer reference purposes and loan. 


OUTLOOK PUBLISHERS e 


1 North 6th St. e 
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sets of all available previous volumes of the Handbook 
(For your youth leaders, church library, and/or 
Some sermonic material too). 


Richmond 19, Va. 
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than any other ecumenical group,” she 
said they have a special responsibility 
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in the movement of cooperation and inter- 
church fellowship abroad in the world 
today. 

United Church Women is a general 
department of the National Council 
of Churches. It represents an estimated 
10,000,000 Protestant church women in 
2,100 state and local councils. 


NCC Urges Study of 
Religious Liberties 


Cuicaco (RNS)—Members of the Gen- 
eral Board of the National Council of 
Churches urged here that Protestant- 
Catholic and church-state clashes over 
religious liberties be submitted to “deep, 
widespread” study by the council. 

Delegates discussed at length questions 
of television; censorship, grants of pub- 
lic funds and land to religious groups 
and persecution of religious minority 
groups in foreign lands. 

The board took no formal action, how- 
ever, other than to recommend that the 
council’s Department of Religious Lib- 
erty prepare pronouncements for its gen- 
eral assembly at St. Louis early in De- 
cember. 


Seek Principles 


Eugene Carson Blake, president, said 
he agreed that the council should search 
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out the principles involved. 

Once a series of principles is stated, 
he urged, council members must stand 
ready “to apply them when they affect 
us adversely.” 

“There is a tendency to build up emo- 
tion on any cause,” he said. 

“We need to get general principles, 
in accordance with our conscience and 
tradition and American _ principles, 
which we can agree upon and then let 
the chips fall.” 

“If we allow ourselves to be maneu- 
vered into the position that our main 
concern is to see somebody else doesn’t 
get an advantage, then the council will 
have forfeited its proper task.” 

He cautioned that the issues should 
not be considered in an ‘anti-Catholic 
frame of reference.” 

Harold Fey, editor of the Christian 
Century, told the board that “every gen- 
eration must recapture civil liberties for 
itself or lose them.” 

He was given permission to address 
the board although not a member. 

Dr. Fey praised John W. Harms, ex- 
ecutive vice-president of the Church Fed- 
eration of Greater Chicago, for mobiliz- 
ing a protest “when basic civil rights 
were denied” in WGN-TV’s ban on the 
“Martin Luther” film. 

“The issue still remains as to how 
we can help shape the thinking of the 
television industry and the Federal Com- 
munications Commission so this sort of 
think cannot happen again,” Dr. Fey 
said. 


Church Sites 

Retired Federal Judge Robert M. 
Marsh of New York, an Episcopalian, 
urged a study of how church sites should 
be provided in government-sponsored 
urban housing developments. 

He described how the Catholic-owned 
Fordham University and Catholic and 
Protestant churches were purchasing land 
at reduced costs in a New York housing 
site cleared by the government. 

Study of the “doubtful propriety” of 
the Hill-Burton Act in granting funds to 
religious organizations for hospital con- 
struction was urged by W. Hubert Porter 
of New York, an American Baptist Con- 
vention official. 

The Act is unsound, he declared, if it 
serves as “a medium through which the 
taxpayer is coerced for support of a 
religious institution of another group.” 

Concern over recent Turkish attempts 
to oust the Eastern Orthodox Ecumenical 
Patriarchate from its ancient seat at 
Istanbul was voiced by the General 
Board. 

The board unanimously adopted a res- 
solution authorizing the organization’s 
officers to make their concern known to 
“proper officials of the United States 
government.” 
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THE ROOTS OF HATRED 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for June 2, 1957 
Genesis 25:27-34, 27 and 28. Printed Text 27:30-38, 41 


1. Jacob, the Supplanter 


Jacob’s character at the outset of his 
career is set before us very clearly in 
three unforgettable stories: 

1. He was born with his hand on his 
brother's heel (26:19-26). For many 
years Isaac and Rebekah had no chil- 
dren. Finally, Rebekah gave birth to 
twin sons. The first born was Esau; 
Jacob, the second, came forth with his 
hand on his brother’s heel. Why is this 
incident described in the Bible? For 
the good and sufficient reason that it 
pictures better than any words the actual 
character of Jacob. He was born with 
his hand on his brother’s heel, therefore, 
he was named Jacob, which means, “He 
who takes by the heel,” but which also 
may mean, “He who takes by the heel to 
trip up,” and, therefore, “He who out- 
wits or cheats or takes advantage of.” 
That seems to have been Jacob’s charac- 
ter from the beginning. Even as a boy 
he was shrewd, unscrupulous, determined 
to advance his own interests at all costs, 
ready to trip up his own brother by the 
heel in order that this might be accom- 
plished. 

2. Jacob beguiled Esau into the sell- 
ing of his birthright (25:27-34). The 
birthright, according to Oriental custom, 
was the right of the firstborn. It in- 
cluded certain material advantages, a 
larger share in the estate, a more honor- 
able position in the tribe—probably here, 
the leadership of the clan. In this case, 
or so Jacob and Esau had been led to 
believe, it also included certain spiritual 
blessings in the far-distant future. The 
promise made to Abraham and renewed to 
Isaac would be fulfilled, so they had 
been told, through Isaac’s heir. As a 
matter of fact God had already desig- 
nated Jacob as the bearer of the promise 
(25:53). The Bible wants us clearly 
to understand that God’s purpose was not 
changed by Jacob’s shameful acts. We 
would judge from the character of Jacob 
and Esau that neither was much con- 
cerned about the promise that would come 
through one of them to all mankind. 
They were more concerned with imme- 
diate temporal advantages, with inherit- 
ing a larger share of their father’s estate, 
with succeeding him as leader of the 
tribe. 

Jacob resented the accident of birth 
which gave the birthright to his twin 
brother and determined by wile to win it 
for himself. Very shrewdly, he took ad- 
vantage of a certain weakness in his 
brother’s character and bought from him 
the birthright for a mess of pottage. We 
can offer no excuse for Jacob’s action, nor 
do we need to do so. The whole purpose 
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of the story is to show how God’s grace 
produced a transformation in Jacob’s 
character. At this particular time he 
was shrewd, calculating and grasping; 
toward Esau, he was unbrotherly, ungen- 
erous, and cruel; toward Isaac, he was 
undutiful; toward God, proceeding on 
the assumption that he knew of the prom- 
ise which God had made to Rebekah, 
which is altogether probable, he was pre- 
sumptuous and faithless. 

Esau, on the other hand, deserves little 
sympathy. He was a man who lived 
only in the present, a man who would 
barter his birthright for a few moments 
of sensual gratification. But Esau does 
not stand alone. Many a man since has 
risked his future for a moment’s titilla- 
tion of the senses. 

“We barter life for pottage; sell true bliss 

For wealth or power, for pleasure or re- 

nown; 

Thus Esau-like, our father’s blessing 

miss, 

Then watch with fruitless tears our 

fading crown.” 

3. Jacob, by fraud, obtained his fa- 
ther’s blessing (27: 1-40). Esau was 
not willing to stand by his bargain, nei- 
ther was Isaac ready to admit that Esau 
had any right to dispose of his rights 
as the firstborn. So it came to pass that 
when Isaac was old and his eyesight dim, 
he sent Esau after some venison, of which 
he was very fond, and prepared to bless 
him when he returned. The blessing 
was the formal bestowal of the birth- 
right; according to the thoughts of that 
day it was irrevocable and the words 
spoken at that time were considered to be 
prophetic and certain of fulfillment (cf. 
27:4, 27, 32, 37-38). Rebekah, who 
favored Jacob and wished him to have 
the birthright and the blessing, suggested 
the successful strategem which Jacob was 
easily persuaded to follow. She pre- 
pared meat, so that to the aged Isaac 
it tasted like his favorite venison, and 
she dressed Jacob, so that to his failing 
senses he seemed like Esau. 

Isaac proceeded to bestow the blessing. 
Jacob’s children would enjoy material 
prosperity, they would dominate their 
brethren (the descendants of Esau), all 
who cursed them would be cursed, and all 
who blessed them would be blessed. It 
is evident here and elsewhere that Isaac 
was not highly developed spiritually. 
Such a blessing might have been pro- 
nounced by any worldling. Surely it 
was not for this that Abraham had left 
the material advantages of the Mesopo- 
tamian Valley. 

Esau, returning late, informed Isaac 
of the mistake which he had made. But 
it was too late. Isaac could do no more 


than comfort Esau with a lesser bless- 
ing. He prophesied that Esau’s de- 
scendants would not have a fertile land 
(vs. should be translated “away from 
the fatness of the earth,” as in the rsv, 
rather than “shall be the fatness of the 
earth,” as in the KJv) and that they would 
feel compelled to live by the sword. Sub- 
ordinate to Israel, at last they would 
be able to throw off the yoke. This 
prophecy was fulfilled in the subsequent 
history of Edom, which descended from 
Esau, and Israel, which descended from 
Jacob. 

But We are interested at this time in 
the character of Jacob. He was growing 
more unscrupulous. He appears in this 
scene both as a liar and as a thief: Some 
have tried to excuse him by putting the 
blame on his mother. But Jacob was no 
longer a boy; he was fully grown and 
he raised no objections to Rebekah’s 
proposal on moral grounds. He was 
afraid that Isaac would give him a curse 
rather than a blessing, but when the plan 
was perfected, he carried it through with- 
out a tremor. Luther once said, “If it 
had been me, I would have dropped the 
dish.” But Jacob’s hand never trembled. 

We have heard so far of Jacob the 
supplanter. He was born with his hand 
on his brother’s heel; he took advantage 
of his brother’s weakness, and induced 
him to sell his birthright for a mess of 
pottage; he deceived his aged father and 
duped him into bestowing on him the 
blessing he had intended for Esau. He 
was, in fact, an unmitigated scoundrel. 
And yet, in the end Jacob became one of 
the noblest of the patriarchs. It is 
a story that has often been repeated, and 
the explanation is, not that Jacob learned 
to seek the Lord, but that the Lord sought 
him, and that at last Jacob yielded to 
the seeking, saving love of God. We 
have only the first part of the story in 
our present lesson. 


Il. Jacob’s Vision of God, 27:41— 

28:22. 

1. The flight (27:41—28:9). Jacob 
fled from Beersheba because he, together 
with his mother, feared the murderous 
wrath of Esau, who had determined to 
kill him as soon as his father died. He 
headed for Haran in northern Mesopo- 
tamia, the home of his father’s and his 
mother’s kin—his ostensible purpose be- 
ing to secure for himself a wife from 
among his own people. Rebekah com- 
forted herself by saying that it was only 
for a few days. As a matter of fact, 
Jacob was absent for twenty years, and’ 
when he came back Rebekah was dead. 
Probably she never heard of Jacob after 
he went out from her presence. We can 
imagine how her heart was torn, anxious- 
ly awaiting some news from the son 
whom she was forced to send away be- 
cause they had both sinned—news that 
never came. 


2. The vision 





(28:10-15). Jacob 
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spent the second or third night at Bethel, 
a town forever associated with him, as 
Hebron is with Abraham. It was about 
sixty miles north of Beersheba. Weary 
and worn, he slept with his head upon 
a stone for a pillow (a rather hard one). 
And that night he had a vision. A lad- 
der reached down from heaven. Angels 
ascended and descended, and above was 


God. What was the significance of this 
vision? We cannot be sure of all the 
details. Perhaps the angels ascended 


laden with the prayers and aspirations 
of men and descended bearing blessings 
from on high. Or perhaps, as* Bishop 
Ryle suggests, they ascended with tasks 
completed and descended with fresh com- 
missions from above. Whatever the de- 
tails, the main truth is plain. 

God would have Jacob know that 
heaven and earth are knit together. His 
angels (i.e., messengers) are minister- 
ing here below, and he is ever keeping 
watch above his own. The vision is sup- 
plemented by the promise which came in 
two parts. The first part (vss. 13-14) is 
the covenant promise, spoken first to 
Abraham, renewed to Isaac; and now for 
the first time delivered to Jacob. It deals 
with three things: (1) the land; (2) the 
seed; and (3) the blessing—which had 
first been promised to Abraham. The 
second part (vs. 15) is a personal prom- 
ise prompted by the precarious situation 
in which Jacob now finds himself: (1) 
God’s presence—‘I am with you”; and 
(2) God’s protection—‘I will keep you 

. and will bring you back to this land.” 

Why did God appear unto Jacob at 
Bethel? For two reasons, perhaps. First, 
Jacob needed to have his faith strength- 
ened. He was the heir of the promise, 
but God was still a stranger to him. He 
had heard Abraham and Isaac speak of 
the divine vision. But he himself had 
never heard God’s voice nor felt God’s 
presence. Leaving his father’s house, he 
seemed to think he was going away from 
his father’s God (see vs. 16). No doubt 
he was lonely and afraid. Then God 


RATES—Up to 30 words for $3.00 (mini- 

mum per insertion.) Ten cents for each 
additional word and initial, including ad- 
dress. Payment must accompany all orders. 
DISCOUNT for 3 insertions, 10%; 6 inser- 
tions, 15%; 12 insertions, 20%. 








HELP WANTED 
WANTED GENERAL PRACTITIONER by 

out-patient clinic connected with 70-bed 
Presbyterian Hospital. Mountain region. 
No home calls. Suitable for individual de- 
siring limited practice. Surgeon, Pediatri- 
cian and Otorhinolaryngologist constitute 
present medical staff. Write Dr. Lawson 
Tate, Banner Elk, N. C. 


POSITION WANTED 
PRESBYTERIAN LAYMAN with long 
background as successful business ex- 
ecutive now available as Business Man- 
ager of church or church related institu- 
tion. Full details furnished on request. 
Write Box F-7, c/o Presbyterian Outlook. 


OF INTEREST TO WOMEN 








SEW Aprons at home for stores. Easy 
profitable home self-employment. Write: 
ADCO, Bastrop, Louisiana. 


14 


appeared to him in his dream, and he 
knew God was watching over him that 
night and every night: God would bring 
him safely back and God would fulfill 
in him the covenant promises. This is 
the great truth that most students find 
in the vision, the nearness and reality of 
the divine presence, the certainty of the 
divine protection. 

But God also had a redemptive motive. 
Jacob needed to be strengthened and his 


character needed to be changed. He had 
secured his father’s blessing through 


treachery. Now he was fleeing from his 
brother’s wrath, a liar and a thief. He 
showed no signs of repentance. He rec- 
ognized no need of God. It is plain 
from the story that follows that he was 
trusting altogether in his own strength. 
He felt that he could cope with any emer- 
gency. Now God appears to him and 
tells him that he will come back to 
Canaan safely, but that it will be through 
God’s blessing alone. That is the lesson 
which God begins to teach Jacob now, 
and which he continues to teach until 
he returns. When Jacob finally learns 
that lesson, his absolute dependence on 
God for the real blessings of life, he is 
a new man, no longer Jacob, the sup- 
planter, but Israel, a prince of God. 

3. The response (28:16-22). The 
vision over, Jacob awakes with a start. 
“The Lord is in this place,” he said, 
“and I did not know it.” It is very 
evident that Jacob did not realize that 
God is omnipresent and that his eyes run 
to and fro throughout the earth. The 
thought that he was in the presence of 
God filled him with dread (as it would 
us, frequently, if we realized that God’s 
eyes were upon us). He was afraid and 
said, “How awesome is this place.” Per- 
haps he had something of the feeling that 
Peter had when he said, “Depart from 
me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord” 
(Lk. 4:8). Certainly he had no desire 
to tarry in that place. He rose up early 
in the morning, set up, as a memorial 
of his experience, the stone on which he 
had slept, anointed it with oil (accord- 
ing to the custom of the time) and called 
the place Bethel, which mean “house of 
God.” He then vowed a vow unto God 
—If God will be with me and will keep 
me ... and will give me bread to eat 
and clothing to wear, then the Lord shall 
be my God, and this stone shall be God’s 
house, and of all that thou givest me, I 
will give the tenth to thee.” 

What prompted Jacob to make this 
vow? Was it done in grateful recogni- 
tion of God’s appearance to him and of 
God’s promise regarding him? There are 
some who think so. To others it seems 
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that Jacob was attempting to drive a 
good bargain with God. His vow is con- 
ditional. If you will keep your promise 
and make me rich, then I will consider 
this stone God’s house and I will give 
you a tenth of all which you have given 
me. He is like a young man who prom- 
ises that he will begin to’ tithe—if and 
when God makes him a millionaire. 

The religious development, the great 
transformation of Jacob’s character has 
just begun. Only gradually does he learn 
the full meaning of the divine fellow- 
ship. 

The Lesson Applied 

Many young men and older ones, too, 
need to learn the lesson that Jacob was 
just beginning to learn—that the bless- 
ings of life which really count are the 
blessings which come from God, and that 
we gain these blessings, not through cur 
own cleverness, certainly not through 
tricking our fellow-men, but only through 
reliance upon God. 

All of us need to learn with Jacob that 
God is ever-present. Jacob was very 
much surprised to find that God was at 
Bethel. He thought he had left him 
behind at Beersheba, and when God ap- 
peared to him he jumped to the conclu- 
sion that God dwelt at Bethel. Then 
this must be the gateway to heaven! 
How childish! But do we not sometimes 
think—or act as though we did think— 
that God dwells far away in the heavens, 
that Jesus is away now, but may be 
expected at the end of the world to come 
again? Do we constantly realize that 
God is closer to us than breath, nearer 
to us than hands or feet, that “the eyes 
of the Lord run to and fro throughout 
the whole earth, to show his might in 
behalf of those whose heart is blameless 
toward him” (II Chron. 16:9); that “the 
Lord searches all hearts and understands 
every plan and thought (I Chron. 28.9) ? 
Do we understand what Jesus meant 
when he said, “Truly, truly I say to you, 
you will see heaven opened, and the 
angels of God ascending and descending 
upon the Son of Man?” (Jn. 1:51). 
Francis Thompson, the great English 
poet, caught the meaning of the passage 
when he wrote: 

Not where the wheeling systems darken, 

And our benumbed conceiving soars! 


The drift of pinions, would we hearken, 
Beats at our own clay-shuttered doors. 


The angels keep their ancient places; 
Turn but a stone and start a wing! 
‘Tis ye, ‘tis your estranged faces, 
That miss the many-splendored thing. 


But (when so sad thou canst not sadder) 
Cry; and upon thy so sore loss 
Shall shine the traffic of Jacob’s ladder 
Pitched between Heaven and Charing 
Cross. 


Yea, in the night, my Soul, my daughter, 
Cry, clinging heaven by the hems: 
And lo, Christ walking on the water, 
Not of Gennesaret, but Thames! 
—From [In No Strange Land. 


Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 
sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


LIFE, DEATH, AND DESTINY. By Roger 
Shinn. The Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 
95 pp., $1.00. 

The quality of the books which have 
already appeared in ‘“The Laymen’s The- 
ological Library” is so high that each 
little book merits a generous number of 
Baedeker asterisks. If the current re- 
turn to religion is to be more than just 
another affirmation of a desire for se- 
curity and a fear of rebellion it is the 
teaching ministry of books like these 
which needs to make its way among the 
pews. Roger Shinn, Professor of The- 
ology at Vanderbilt Divinity School, has 
done an excellent job in the setting of 
death in a proper Christian focus. Here 
is splendid material for small group dis- 
cussion. 





Joun M. WALKER, JR. 
Roanoke Rapids, N. C. 


PROTESTANT PREACHING IN LENT. By 
Harold J. Ockenga, Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub- 
lishing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich., 285 pp., 
$3.95. 

This volume contains sermon outlines, 
some more in detail than others, of seven 
series preached by Dr. Ockenga from the 
Park Street Congregational pulpit in 
Boston during the week preceding Easter 
over a number of years. 

For the minister who has not used 
Scripture as the sole basis for his illus- 
trations, development, and movement of 
his sermons, this volume will be fresh. 
Dr. Ockenga is a Biblical preacher as 
over against topical, psychological, and 
poetical. He is a theologian, given more 
to prose than to poetry. He does not seem 
to give too much attention to the “well 
turned phrase” and to me his sermons 
seem a little lacking in beauty of expres- 
sion. Knowing that there is the tempta- 
tion for the enticing words which exalt 
the preacher and not Christ, I will not 
argue with him on this point. 

Fortunately the sermons are not in 
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full and therefore it is not quite as dan- 
gerous to the minister to read them as 
they might be if being in full one would 
read them and find it difficult to get away 
from them. Thus, I think the volume 
will be worth its price as a source book. 
You will find series under the general 
headings: The Dinner Parties of Jesus; 
Glorying in the Cross; The Suffering 


Messiah; Questions Asked of Jesus; The 
Last Week; Jesus, Pray for Us; At the 
Cross of Christ; and Character Conflicts 
at Calvary. 

Personally, I like exegetical preaching 
and Dr. Ockenga, in my opinion, is one 
of our best present-day exponents of it. 

W. J. B. Livincston. 
Hampton, Va. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 





Gods, Sex and Saints. The Mormon Story. 
George B. Arbaugh. Augustana Book Con- 
cern, Rock Island, Ill. $1, paper. $1.50, 
cloth. 

Wan-Fu: Ten Thousand Happiness. Alice 
M. Huggins & Hugh L. Robinson. Long- 
mans, Green & Co., N. Y. $2.75. 

Quickened Spirit. Allen Hackett. Eden 
Publishing House, St. Louis. $3.50. 

The Minister Looks at Himself. Wayne 
Cc. Clark. The Judson Press, Philadelphia, 


$2.25. 
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Information, 
Inspiration — 
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Pastoral Ministry 


By J. C. Wynn. Based on the 
author’s extensive “case” files, 
this practical book is a compila- 
tion of tested guidance material 
on all facets of the pastor’s serv- 
ice in family ministry—with spe- 
cific applications to the various 
problems all pastors face in this 
phase of their work. 


To be published May 27, $3.75 
Sin and Salvation 


By LEssLie NEWBIGIN. A vigor- 
ous explanation of these two 
cardinal themes of the Bible’s 
message, written in a clear, con- 
cise manner that can bring a 
new understanding to all who 
have neglected the basics of the 
Christian faith. $2.00 
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Sin and Salvation. Lesslie Newbigin. The 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia. $2. 

Bridegroom and Bride. Ronald Knox. 
Sheed and Ward, N. Y. $2.50. 

Getting Help from the Bible. Charles M. 
Crowe. Harper & Brothers, N. Y. $2.95. 

Hidden Power for Human Problems. 
Frederick Bailes. Prentice-Hall, Inc., N. Y. 
$3.95. 

One Marriage, Two Faiths. James H. S. 
Bossard and Eleanor Stoker Boll. Ronald 
Press Co., N. Y. $3.50. 


The Family and 
Mental liiness 


By SAMUEL SOUTHARD. This im- 
portant new addition to the 
Westminster Pastoral Aid Series 
explains in detail how to recog- 
nize mental illness, how to bol- 
ster family morale, how to help 
the patient reconcile himself to 
possible hospitalization and, 
most important, how to turn the 
bitterness of such an experience 
into spiritual understanding. 
$1.50 


Where to Go for Help 


By WayYNE E. Oates. An inval- 
uable guide to literature, agen- 
cies, and individuals (names and 
addresses included!) that can 
best help those faced with the 
most difficult problems of mind 
and body. An important refer- 
ence book for every pastor. 


To be published May 27, $2.00 


You Have Met Christ 


By Davip W. Soper. Writing in 
the same magnetic and gripping 
style with which he has inspired 
hundreds of thousands, the 
author calls on men and women 
everywhere to recognize Christ 
as a living force in the present— 
in all our modern institutions of 
church and state, and within our 
own hearts. 


To be published May 27, $2.50 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 








U. S. Ministers 

Martin H. Thomas, from La Grange, 
Texas, to First church, 1933 N. Locust 
St., Denton, Texas. 

Gene E. Canestrari, Ripley, Tenn., will 
become pastor of the Westminster church, 
Memphis, Tenn., June 1. 

A. L. Davis, from Albany, N. 
Drury Lane, Delmar, N. Y. 

Cc. L. Donnell, from Maxton, N. C., to 
982 Collingwood Dr., Dunaire, Decatur, 
Ga. 

Paul D. Hanna, from Lawton, Okla., to 
414 Longview, E., Corpus Christi, Texas. 

Cc. C. DuBose, from Andalusia, Ala., to 
S. First St., Seneca, S. C. 

E. C. Clyde, from Waxhaw, N. C., to 
Rt. 1, Chapel Hill, Tenn. 

M. C. Lyerly, from Charlotte, N. C., to 
Rt. 1, Box 135, New Zion, S. C. 

F. E. Manning, from Vivian, W. Va., to 
Clifton, S. C. 

USA Ministers 

Samuel W. Blizzard, Sociology profes- 
sor at Penn State, will become professor 
of Christianity and Society at Princeton 
Seminary. 

Edward A. Dowey, Jr. McCormick 
Seminary, Chicago, will become _ pro- 
fessor of the history of Christian doctrine 
at Princeton Seminary. 

William G. Silbert, Jr., Phoenixville, 
Pa., will become pastor of the Third 
church, Uniontown, Pa., June 1. 

Bernard Y. Spare, from Frankfort, Ohio, 
to San Mateo, Fla. 

Neil M. Higbee, from Lemmon, S. Dak., 
to Everson, Wash., June 1. 

R. Park Johnson, from Teheran, Iran, 
to Box 235, Beirut, Lebanon. 

Everett B. Cowan, from Los Angeles, 
Calif., to Lompoc, Calif. 

Marion L. Moyes, formerly of Pola, 
Kans., is the new pastor of the Roanoke 
church, Kansas City, Mo. 


A. R. Presbyterian 

L. M. Allison, Gastonia, N. C., Associate 
Reformed Presbyterian pastor, has _ re- 
signed his pastorate effective Aug. 1 in 
order to begin two years of study before 
becoming dean of the Erskine Theological 
Seminary. He will succeed W. W. Boyce 
who will retire in two years. Mr. Allison 
will attend Princeton Seminary for one 
year and Union Seminary in Virginia 
for one year. 


pe | 


NATIONAL COUNCIL 

Fred S. Buschmeyer (Congregational- 
Christian), has been elected to head the 
Washington, D. C., office of the National 
Council of Churches, succeeding the late 
Earl F. Adams. 

Kenneth L. Maxwell, Princeton, N. J., 
is the new executive director of the NCC 
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Department of International Affairs, suc- 
ceeding Walter W. Van Kirk, who died 
last summer. Dr. Maxwell has been as- 
sociate director of the department since 
1955. 

Donald F. Landwer, Manhasset, N. Y., 
will succeed Richard B. Smith as the NCC 
general director of Finance. Mr. Smith 
has joined the executive staff of Union 
Seminary, N. Y. 

William Henry Genne, Flint, Mich., is 
the new executive director of the NCC 
Department of Family Life. 

S. Turner Ritenour, Philadelphia, Pa., 
is the new executive director of the NCC 
Department of Church Building. 

Fred L. Barrows, Pompton Lakes, N. 
J., is associate director of NCC Finance. 

J. Blaine Fister, Brooklyn, N. Y., has 
been named NCC associate director of 
Administration and Leadership. 


OUTSTANDING DKG 

Rachel Henderlite, of the faculty of the 
General Assembly’s Training Sehool, 
Richmond, Va., has been named recipient 
of the “Outstanding Delta Kappa Gamma 
of Iota” state award. She is the second 
recipient of this award. 


DEATHS 
J. Alvin Orr, 82, died in Anderson, S. C., 
May 6. For the past 18 years he had been 


a member of the faculty of Erskine 
Seminary, Due West, S. C. He was at 
one time Moderator of the General As- 
sembly of the United Presbyterian Church 
and at another time Moderator of the 
General Synod of the A. R. Presbyterian 
Church. 


METHODIST BISHOPS 

G. Bromley Oxnam, Methodist bishop of 
Washington, D. C., has been elected presi- 
dent-designate of the 80-member Council 
of Methodist Bishops to succeed W. Angie 
Smith, of Oklahoma, when his term ex- 
pires in April, 1958. 
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